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Communication-related topic : Does college impact how you communicate with long distance friends?
Sometimes long distances have has a great amount of impact on relationships. I’ve seen situations where people say their relationships have gotten stronger and some where they have weakened or have been broken off completely. There can be many factors that change in situations like this such as communication, quality time, etc. 
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This study discusses the changes in long distance relationships and what effects the change. Sometimes it depends on the development and commitment of the friendship to determine the effects it has with long distance. One has to be dedicated to improving the relationship because distance can negatively affect a connection. In the study they used 100 people with different ethnicities and the methods and measurements were surveys and scales. The results were positive on improving commitment and friendships. 
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This study discusses the impact and social connectedness of distant relationships while being away at school. The use of instant messenger is a good way to maintain relationships with friends and family while away. It is a different way to communicate but non-verbally can impact the relationship. Technology is more advanced and now provides video chatting, but that’s virtual communication. There’s different impacts and effects on how you’re communicating (virtual, non-verbal, verbal, etc.). With instant messenger being easy to use I wonder if it negatively affects relationships without verbal communication.
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This study discusses communication technologies and the use of them while maintaining a relationship. Channel complimentary theory was explained in this study, it's an active theory which people use to satisfy their own needs. This can relate to the change in long distance friendships and why. One chooses to do things that satisfy their needs which can impact the communication in many ways (ex: if one goes away to college their environment may change how they act, feel, etc.).


Basic plan:
· Survey: I plan to create a survey for a certain amount of people to take involving questions that benefit my communication-related research topic. (Ex; electronic survey- Likert scale questions, basic questions (age,gender,etc.), open ended questions, qualitative/quantitative questions etc.)
· Interview: I plan to interview my roommates to get more open ended results instead of electronically on a survey. I will ask similar but more in depth questions.
· Archival research: I plan to read more on the bibliography studies and add credible research studies to it.
· Content analysis w/ statistics: Compare the most similar texts (validity/reliability,codes)
· Thematic analysis: I plan to use individuals I know that has/had long distance friendships and I plan to ask random people to take the survey. I also plan to discover common patterns from my data collected.
